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Title: Developing speaking skills through short film creation: A preliminary analysis

o

Abstract: A number of studies have suggested that short film creation can be an effective task for
students in a project-based language learning (PBLL) class (e.g. Dooly & Sadler, 2015; Hafner
et al., 2015; Spring, 2019). However, no studies have been performed to verify the effects that
short film creation in a foreign language can have on students’ oral abilities through objective
measures. This study introduces a preliminary investigation of data taken from two short film
creation PBLL classes of L1 Japanese EFL students. Pre and posttests of speaking were
utilized to collect data, and then analyzed through objective measures of fluency, syntactic
complexity, semantic complexity, syntactic accuracy and pronunciation accuracy (as per
Lambert & Kormos, 2014). Initial results revealed that statistically significant differences were
found in some measures of students’ fluency, syntactic complexity, syntactic accuracy and
pronunciation accuracy, but not in their semantic complexity. These results suggest that
accuracy and fluency are most likely to be improved through such a PBLL task.
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